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CURRIE § DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

KILBABERTON HOUSE

The earliest mention of Kilbaberton can be found in the Register of the
qreat Seal wheve bn 1320 it Ls showwn that a Hugonls Clssoris was
granted a charter to the lands.

Subsequent owners were Thomas Eschington followed by William de
Crofurde. Mw{ortuwatetg precise dates could not be established for thelr
pertoos of vesldence

The Forvester's of Corstorphine became owners bn the early part of the
fifteenth century and here it Ls Interesting to note that around that
time they also owned Bavelaw Castle in Balerno, which is regarded to
be the oldest property in the survounding aren.

Own 22 February 1492 John wardlaw ts granted a charter to the lands
of Kilbabertown in the shive of Edinburgh. with this purchase john
becomes a close nelghbour to his elder brother James, who vesioes in
Riccarton where he Ls the Fourth wavdlaw Lalvd. Thelr Uncle
Alexander Ls another wear nelghbour, as he owns the adjoining estate of
Warriston.

Mentlon must be made of thelr kinsman Blshop Henry wardlaw of St
Andrews who founded Scotland’s first Lniversity tn that town tn
1411,

Two Years after taking up his new home John the First wardlaw Latrd
of Kilbabertow “besmivehes the family name” when we find tn the

Pri\/g Seal a vecord which states: -

Theve Ls a remuission to hime and his brother, James of Riccarton, “for art
and part in the murder of William and Duncan Dundas.”

His name appears next whem we examineg death volls vecording those
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slain on 9 September 1513 at the Battle of Flodolen.

Ow the death of his father Hewry inherits to become the Second
wardlaw Latrd and we find that he is endbroiled in a curious legal
sttuation.

Ow the 4 October 1536 Hewry served on an assize bn the Court of
Justicary to hear the case against John Pennyeulke of that (e, who was
charged with: -

“Ye Mutilatioune of Roger ‘meoﬁg n Lywntoune of his thumlb of his
right hand.”

Having heard the evidence ano after due deliberation wWardlaw and his
fellow jurors found the accused not guilty.

Thelr verdict however does not seem to have gained the approval of those
responsible for the course of justice. For subsequently the sevew jurors
were served with an tndictment: -

“Although you have seen with your own eyjes that Roger’s thumb was
cut away and mutilated you have willfully and manifestly erved and
gave false witness in declaring a Not Guilty verdict”

The grand jury then found the counter charge against all seven of
them provem and thelr movenble estate was made escheat to the king
and they were imprisoned for o year and a day.

Such then was the law of 16th century Scotland.

Alexander the eloest son tnherits Kilbaberton on the death of his father,
However it Ls his wife — Marion Forrest — kinown as Lady Kilbaberton
who provides the interest, as it is she who can be found in the history
pAges. She gains tndivect publicity through her having, in her sore

extremity, resorted to Agnes Sampsoune “the wise wife of Kelth.” The
Keith here mentloned is near Humble in East Lothian.
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Agwnes Sampsoune becane famous or should that be infamous though
her belonging to a coven knowwn as the North Berwick Witehes. She
along with three others was tried for treason at a famous trial in
Edinburgh attended by wo other than King james VI himself.

Among the 53 crimes Latd to the charge of the notorious sorceress was
that of -

‘hailing (healing) by her devilish prayers the Lady Kilbabertoune,
whae was disessit of ane Mea\/g disels.”

What form the malady took we have no way of ascertaining.

James VI not only attended the trial that began on 27 January 1591
but he ts said to have personally intervogated the suspects and in
particular Agnes Sampsoune.

Soampsoune was found guilty and her fate followed the custom of the
day when we Learn she was Led to the Castle Hill where she was: -

“Bund to ane staik and wirvelt” (strangled), her body afterwards
burnt to ashes.”

Robert Wardlaw the eldest son of Alexandler had predeceasedt his father;
consequently Robert’s son Henry succeeded his grandfather. When
grandson Henry was but twenty years old we find from Criminal
Trial Records that dastardly deeds occurved at Kilbaberton.

Details found tn an old Scots account of this particular incloent read
as follows: -

“Patrick Hepburn of Ricearton, Thomas his brother, and various

servants came upon the tenth day of February last bipast, about ten

hours at evening or thereby, under silence and cloud of night, to the

town of Baberton, where Lived Alexander Borthwick, and there also Lived
James Borthwick his friend and kinsman.
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They were Lying in thelr beds, dreading no evil when the satd Patrick
and his accomplices most cruelly and barbarously ratsit fire tn the
houses together with certain other houses adjacent thereto with the set
purpose and provision to have bereft them of thelr Lives.

The satd Alexander anol James, and thelr families escaping of the said
fire, came forth of the sald houses, where the sald person’s most
tyravnously set upon them, hurt and wownded sundry of thelr
senvants, batrns and wwﬂﬁg, cruelly anol uwm@rci{uug murdered and
slew the satd Alexander and James, and also hurt and woundeo
Margaret Holg, spouse to the said Alexander, who Ls yet n grent
danger of her Life.”

From the foregoing you WLLL note there Ls no mention of Henry
wardlaw and one can but speculate as to his whereabouts on this
oceaslon.

The Presbytery of Bdinburgh on hearing of this lncldent ordered
Matthew Lichton, minister of Currie Kirk: -

“To excommunicate all thancee gquha committit ye Latt murthur and
raisit five at Kilbaberton.”

The Borthwicks could not have been happy with such a lenient outcome.
But rather thaw rely on the law the oppressed of these days seem to have
trusted thelr own right arms. Own this occaston thelr vengeance may be
somewhat tardy but exactly six years later it is vecorded that: -

“On the 12 Febmarg 1599, the lalrd of Riccarton (aka Patrick
Hepburn) was stricken threw the bodg bg the two brothers of the
Borthwlicks.”

In 1597 Hewry wardlaw would appear to have solo Kilbaberton to a

John Elphingstoun. Curious events continue to happen at Baberton for
in 1601 we notice that Johw Leslie of Wardes was fined £2000, and
william Leslie of Warthill, £1000, not to harm John Elphingstoun of
Baberton.
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The Reglster of the Great Seal of Scotland vecords that William
wardlaw, senlor of Ricearton, acoulred the lands of Kilbaberton from
his kRinsman Henry wardlaw sometime before 26 January 1610; and
resigned them together with Whitelaw on 10 July 1612 to James
Murray, the King's Architect.

James Murray was responsible for the majority of the construction of
the house as we presently see it. The rubble-built house is a traditional
Scots mansion. Convenlently the age of the structure Ls written tn
several places on the walls. The initlals (M.~ for James Murray - and
K.V. - for his wife Katherine welr can still be found.

Owne early chronicler vecords that Murray was tmplicated tn the
slaughter of a certain David Stewart and goes on to say that this was
a likely enough tmpenchment as envly seventeenth century times were
far from law-abiding.

Christmas post is always an exciting event and so it must have been
for Murray tn 1607 whew his matl ineluded a voyal Letter that made
hime: -

“Principall Master of all his majesties warkis and buildings within
Scotland”

Murray was undoubtedly an architect of some tnfluence and
standing. His works tnclude the north quarter of Linlithgow Palace,
additions to the Great Hall at Edinburgh castle, the design of
Parliament House and the reconstruction of Holyrood Abbey for the
coronation of King Charles 1.

Parliament House Like Juniper Greem also vecovds a significant
Tercentenary event ln 2007. Whilst the year 1707 gave bivth to the
flrst vecorded naming of Juniper Greew it also heraldeol the death of our
then Scottlsh Parllament. it was on 28th April of that year that it
censed to function as a legislative assembly as all such powers were
transferved to Westminster following the Unilon of Parliaments.
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Royalty must have been well pleased with Murray for we find that in
1633 on the occaston of King Charles’s visit to his northern kingoom
with a view to his coronation, Murray was among the elect who “wer
dubed knights” at seton on sunday 14 July.

The foundation stone for Parliament House was latd on 2 Aungust
1632 and it took a further seven years to butld. The officlal opening
took place on 21 August 1639. Unfortunately its designer did not Live
to see its completion he having died five years earlier.

James Munay the second son of Str james must have beew still tn his
minority whew the property fell to him in 1624.

Our next owner appears clrea 1657 when Alexander Brand merchont
tailor in Edinburgh is shown as Latrd of Baberton. Lnder Brand's
ownership Baberton was to lose its individuality. Proud of his status
as Latrd he sought to bulld up for hbmself an undying memory by
ranking hiveself with those who call thelr Lands after thelr own names.
In addition to the acres of Whitelaw and Kilbaberton he possessed
tervitory in the nelghbouring parish of Colinton - namely Wester
Hatles and part of Redhall. Treating his contiguous acquisitions as a
single holding he branded the whole “Castlebrand.”

Brand of Castlebrand died in August 1691, and was succeeded by his
granoson also called Alexander. Grandson Alexander was a successful
troder anol public-spirited citizen he became a wmetropolitan batlie, was
treasurer of the Merchant Company, and had in time conferved on him
the honour of a kinlghthood.

However it Ls bn Local vecords he flgures most prominently. Married to
Helew Cralg, of the Riccarton family, he and his wife with unfailing
regularity make an avnual appearance at the baptismal font tn Currie
Kirk: -

(1) Margaret baptised 4 February 1694;
(2)  Jawmes baptised 21 Janunary 1695:
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()  Lewls bapt’uged 24 January 169&;
(4)  Robert boaptised 24 Janunry 1697;
(5)  Alexander baptised 16 July 169%;
(&) Elizabeth bmptigeo{ 29 Novenlber 1699

In June 1699 to relieve severe financial pressure Alexander sold
Baberton to My Joln Falrholme an Advocate for £1€,238 Scots,
(£145,000 in today's money.).

Sometlme at the beglnning of the elghteenth century the next owner
Charles nglis is encountered. Onee more not mueh has been found on
this family. Two generations of this family did however occupy the
house.

The next family to own Baberton Ls most interesting mainly because
of the many parallels that can be drawn with our present day society.

The Christles must have acquirved the property not later than 1749. [t
was to the State-Lottery that the Christies of Baberton owed tn Large
measure thelr nitial fortunes. Apparently elghteenth century lotteries
were Very popular.

Chvistie served Ln the army as a Captain in the Foot Guards and he
was Very Persona Grata with his Colonel, the Barl of Berkeley. Adfter
he had accompanied his Lordship own his travels tn Burope he was
presented with a state lottery ticket that by good Luck wown for hiv a
prize of £10,000 (£1.25M at toomg’s value). wWith this windfall he was
enabled to acquire Baberton.

With his suddenly acquired wealth he set about enlarging Murray’s
bmposing manston which by now was over a century and a quarter old
andt no doubt Looked upon as behind the tmes. The semi-octagonal bay
to the south was added tn 1765, This date appears above the doorway.

Johwn Christie died after 40 years in residence at Baberton and his
nephew Alexander thew became the Second Christie Latrd.
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Alexander also acquired great wealth albeit not based on the wheel of
fortune. Butering the Navy at the age of twelve he eventually attained
the rank of Rear Admiral. The spoils of war were very benefictal to him
for when he vetived he is satd to have borne off £60,000 in prize money.
In today's money this equates to £5M and is significantly greater
thaw the earlier lottery winnings won by his uncle.

Avchibald Christie the eloest sow fell helr to Baberton in 1822 and it is
sald he led the Lelsured Life of a country latrd. This clearly had an
bmpact on the famlily finances for we next vead that after elght years
as Latrd he begins to suffer the — “pressure of pecuniary
embarrassments,”

He quits his ancestral hall; and it is Lleased to a stranger who acquires
it as “shooting quarters.” The replenishing of the family purse was to
come from an unexpected source and at the same thme confer
distinction on the family home. Baberton was to be “honowred as a seat
of royalty,” the sporting tenant belng no other than Charles X, the
dethroneo and exiled King of France.

The 1841 census tells us the Chrvistie’'s were back Ln vestdence at
Baberton: -

SLIDE

Avchibald Christle (50) - Headl.
Sophia Christie (15) - Daughter.
Alexawnder Chrlstle (1.5) - Sown.
Bratthwatte Chrilstie (10) - Sown.

Magdelen Fisher (35) - Governess
Ann Stewart (25) - Servant
Elizabeth Parvat (15) - Servant

Kirk session records ave a great source for Soctal history and on this
oceasion it is bnteresting to note that even the sons of Lalrds could not
escape punishiment. In 1842 we observe that the poor of the parish
benefit to the tune of thirty shillings, being “one half of a Fine

Page 8



www.junipergreen300.com
(]uﬂtper g 2007
G g%g” \EO

tmposed on Alexander Christie Esq. Younger of Baberton, for Day
Poaching.” From the earlier census we can establish Christie junior was
16 years old when this tnetdent occurved.

Our Young miscreant Alexander Christie tnherits the property on the
death of his father in 1261 when he must by now be 25. He himself
dies shortly thevenfter and belng without tssue the property falls to his
Younger brother Bratthwaite. The next year, 1862, Bratthwalte sells
Baberton to Sir Jawes Gibson Cralg of Riccarton.

Historical information on the Glbson Craigs in the main concentrates
on thelr occupation of Riccarton and very Little could be found about
thelr ownership of Kilbaberton or indeed of any tenants who may have
Lensed the property.

Charlotte Dea’s memories entitled “Juniper Green bn the 1920's” shown
on the J G200 website helps to fill in some gaps on tenants at Baberton.

She recounts that Professor Sir BYrom Bramwell at one thme leased
Baberton House.

BYyrom Bramwell was an eminent medical practitioner and by the end
of the nineteenth century his name was widely known throughout the
world. te was President of the Royal College of Physiclans of
Edinburgh from 1910-12 and recelved his knighthood from the king
ln 1924

His Edinburgh house was at 23, Drumsheugh Gardens but he also
used Baberton House as a summner vesioence. The reason for selecting
this location can be established when we find he was a devoteo angler
and acknowledged as an expert up-stremm worm fisherman. His
biographer states he spent many days at Thriepmuir pursuing this
pastime.

His portiraits con be found in The Royal College of Phystelans of
Edinburgh tn 9, Queen Street. He died in 1921 bn his elghty-fourth
year.
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Charlotte Dea also remembered that The Graham Watson's also Lleased
Baberton. She recalls -

“Miss Graham Watson was our Brownie and Gulde Leader and | have
happy wmemories of our meetings espectally in the summer months.
Thew we met on one of the Lawns surrounded by rhododendions and
azaleas with our ved toadstool tn the middle.”

Tomumy Tweedie Ls another whose memories can be found on the J&z00
website. tHe says -

“When [ Left school [ served my time and became a painter and
decorator. | was apprentice to Donald Matheson tn Lanark Road and |
eventually took over the business. (painted all arownd the place tn
some of the farms and the big houses. | workeo down at Baberton
House for str willtam and Lady Whyte. He was head of the Royal
Bank. His chauffeur would come along in the morning to pick hime up
for work.”

The Archivist at the Royal Bank was able to provide the following
background tnformation: -
Ow 21 September 1940 My William Whyte of Baberton House, Juniper
Green, was granted o Commission as Deputy Lieutenant of
Edinburgh. A conferment of a knighthood occurs three years Later bn
June 1942 and the following year on May 1 he vetives from the office of
Cashier and General Manager. He died at his howe, Baberton House,
on 20 April 1945.

In 1951 we find o new owner when Mr Alexander Robertson pays
£10,000 to the Trustees of Hermlone Dulele Etta Cuming or Glbson
Crato Alford. (£210K)

An bnter-net article submitted by a Mrs Margaret Dakers from
Sighthill in Edinburgh gives us an tnsight into the Robertson
ownership. She states that her parvents were employed at Baberton from
1952 to 195 and her family occupied the Lower section of the house.
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She conflrms the people who owned Baberton House at that time were a
Mr Robertson and his wife Charlotte who was American.

Mrs Dakers father was Polish and he worked as a gamekeeper,
handyman, chauffeur, ete. Her mother, Margaret, was Scottish -
originally a Fifer - and she worked as cook. On many oceastons she
catered stngle handed for 40 people when Mrs Robertson, a typieal
American who did things on a large scale, decioed to entertain or hola
a bozaar.

Of course there were malds in attendance to see to cleaning of the
house, laundry, ete. Sometbmes Mrs Morrison, the gardener’s wife
would come L to Lend a hand with a \/Wie’cg of tasks, and wore so Lf it
was a large dinner party.

After Mrs Robertson died, My Robertson remarvieo anol sold the house
in 1958, Mrs Dakers recalls that a very large family by the name of
Cullen bought Baberton and she remenmbers they had horses. She also
thought one of the girls was called Larch.

A search of the Sasine Reglister showed that £8,500 (£125K) had
tndleed been patd for the property by Maleolm Henry Cullen. He and
his wife Fay and seven children were to stay at Baberton House for the
next 21 years.

John Fisher Ls another whose veemories appedar on JG200. He says: -

“Just at the entrance to Baberton Golf Club was a lodge house and that
was wheve iy wother and father Lved Later. My father worked on the
Baberton Matns farm down by the golf course and he moved there
during the war. Thew eventually he got a job as a gardener at Baberton
House. Prior to his death he Lived in the Llodge. It's knocked down now.”

The Cullens sell the House and Estate tn 1979 to Cruden nvestments
for £93,000. (£€21K) Cruden remain in ownership to this olag with
Baberton House belng used as thelr headguarters.
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