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Feedback from the Energy Fair , July 30 in Juniper Green Parish Church.
The Fair was held in collaboration with Juniper Green Community Council.  Cliff Beevers, Chairperson of JGCC wrote:

We gave out around 80 programmes and with stallholders there were over 100 present at the event at one time or another.  Attendance at the talks was good with all seats taken at the talk I managed to catch.  Activities were ongoing well after the closing time and folk had to be reminded that surely they had eco-homes to go to ... and so that allowed the clearing up to begin.
 

The stallholders I spoke to thought it had been well worthwhile.  
Interactive wall.  Aim to share ideas.
The notes posted by people at the Fair are below:

Actions individuals will do, or already do to reduce their energy consumption.

Only shower every other day.

Iron our clothes less.

Wear an extra jersey indoors in winter.

A blanket is handy for winter night telly watching.

Close the curtains at dusk in winter.

Capture the sun’s heat indoors and keep it in.

Use the bus and walk: the bus pass is great for us older people.

Walk outdoors: the best way to get used to the weather.

Sign up with a green electricity provider.

Use an electric bike for Edinburgh’s  hills.

Conversation starters, to talk to people about energy use.

Nice and easy aprons from ‘waste’ fabric.

Basket coffins.

Temperature of my solar hot water tank.

Can we go on living like this ?

Things we would like others to do for us.

Somewhere to see PV and other solar panels and to be able to quiz the owners.

What possibility is there of Edinburgh Council helping occupants and owners of flats in a tenement to put water heating or photovoltaic panels on the roof?

Abolish restrictions on PV in conservation areas.

Simplify PV installation (planning ).

Relax legislation so that  having solar panels is easier.

Protect tenant from landlords who don’t insulate.

City-wide, street by street, insulation programme.

Connect the cycle path ending at Russel Road/ Roseburn to canal/Water ofLeith paths.
Educate cyclists on shared use of walking routes.
Feedback from John Goffin of Arniston House.   Stoves and Clean Air.
Thank you for inviting us to the event. It was very enjoyable and I’m sure that the community benefited positively from the event. 

I had a number of questions asking me about the legality of having a wood burning stove in a smokeless area like Juniper Green.

Q: Can I install a stove or fire in a Smoke Control Area?

A: To meet the smoke emission standards for these areas, you will need to burn smokeless fuels only on a multi fuel stove or fire, or you can burn logs on a wood burning or multi fuel stove or fire that has been approved by DEFRA as sufficiently cleanburning to be exempt from the regulations.

Numerous models in our Stovax range are approved by DEFRA to burn logs in Smoke Control Areas. In addition to this Arniston Energy also provides a smokeless coal product which is also approved by DEFRA for use in Smokeless areas.

Note:  The Fire Side in West Linton also provide a range of stoves that meet DEFRA criteria for Clean Air Zones.
Notes from the Brainstorming session.

The task was to imagine what will be in place by 2030, when oil may well be too expensive to burn. The intention is that this will help us see what are priorities for action now, to achieve our 2030 vision.

Home energy – to keep us warm.
All houses will be insulated, draught –proofed, with thick curtains - both loft and cavities well insulated.

Better insulation.

Heavily insulated dwellings with solar panels on roof and rain collectors.

Heating bricks outside in the summer to bring into the house.

Local electricity generation, sun, wind ?

Alternatives to gas heating – solid fuel ?

Hydro-schemes from the Water of Leith.

Solar power.

Wind power.

Kirknewton Digester/farm waste ?

Food provision – when fuel to transport it may be an important cost factor.

Intensive vegetable gardens.

Fruit trees planted along farm tracks and cycle tracks /paths.

People grow and share fruit and veg. more.

There are more allotments and garden sharing.

Womens’ groups to make jams, chutney, preserves at church halls.

Unemployed men cultivate every area of idle land within cycle distance of their homes.

Local shops and small (all ?) supermarkets have increased supply from local farms.

There are small market gardens within the city.

Fish farms in the reservoirs.

Food waste has been reduced.
More garden allotment sites.
Transport – of people and goods.

People walk more

People cycle more, and there are pulleys where the old train station was.

There is more cycling provision.

People are cycling to work, in Edinburgh.

Fewer cars have made cycling safer.

More people have local employment, and there are more local shops so the need to travel has been reduced.

All aspects of public transport are improved and used more, buses, trains, trams?

A travel licence bought at the local post office gives access to main line electric railway.

The Balerno branch  line has been restored.
There is more investment in long distance rail links.

There is a web of tramways to replace Lothian buses, as there was years ago.

Trams have replaced buses.

The tram project was scrapped; we have electric buses with recharging stations powered by the Water of Leith.
The canal is used for bulk transport.

How we have changed our behaviour and expectations.

There is more local production.

We have more community based activities.

We do less long distance travelling.

We have more virtual travel and do less flying.

We have increased the number of people who work from home.

We expect to have fewer business trips.

We think that care for one another is the basis of future civilization.

We have a more spiritual orientation in the belief that we shape our souls by continuous striving to improve ourselves and one another (the organiser notes here that she is sorry a bit of this response she has not been able to read)

We expect to eat meat only once a week.
