
JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Committee Room at JG Village Hall, Baberton Avenue, on Wednesday 27th April 2016 starting at 7pm.

Attendees: Richard Watt, Susan Perriss, Vic Stewart, Neil Ingram, Cliff Beevers, Helen Ogg, Ken Davies, Norma McGeever, PC Euan Chancellor.

Visitors: Alison Walker, Logan Vaughn and Hayley Chandler (both of Health in Mind)

1. Apologies: Gordon Miller, Anthea Grierson, Ian Gilmour, Russell Salton, Anne Wimberley, Councillors Dominic Heslop and Ricky Henderson. 

2. Minutes of March 23rd Meeting were accepted as a true record.

Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda were:
• PNP update on natural neighbourhood map. In the absence of Bill Henderson no update was available.
• Following the incomplete response to Helen’s query about moving the bus shelter adjacent to the former police box, she had written again to ask for more details of the costs involved. The response had been quite negative, though it had raised the possibility of the cheaper option of widening the pavement and moving the bus shelter to leave a larger gap between it and the police box. Helen was asked to write again to ask if this work could be done. Action: Helen
• NEPs update: Richard had nominated the southern pavement of the bypass bridge on Lanark Road for urgent repairs in place of the school footpath where damage caused by tree roots was the responsibility of McCarthy and Stone who had, in fact, already done some of the necessary remedial work. The other project submitted was surface repairs to the pavement outside St Margaret’s Court.
*  Anthea had sent her apologies, but Cliff had met her at the school earlier in the day.  She had reported further sporting success, with JGPS winning the recent Currie Rugby Club competition, beating Dean Park and Ratho in the process.  There was a regular Friday mile run for pupils round the school seven times, with encouragement for the community to participate if they wished. The treasure hunt on the previous Saturday had attracted some 240 people and had gone very well. Anthea would encourage use of Bloomiehall Park for rounders, football etc., working with Primary 7. Park and Stride was still going well but the school would welcome some police presence from time to time to reinforce the message that poor parking and bad driving are not to be tolerated. Anthea had indicated that she would attend the public meeting to discuss a possible village trust on Monday 16 May.

3. Reports and recent meetings:

3.1 Secretary: there had been no licensing applications affecting Juniper Green.

3.2 Treasurer: Ken reported £784.25 in the No.1 account and £8,176. 58 n the No.2  account. The AGM would be held on Monday 13th June in the village hall. (Meeting at 2.00 pm.)
3.3  Monthly local planning matters … report sent separately: elaborating on his written report, Neil said that  all comments on the next SESplan had been posted on their website and the new Draft Plan was expected by September 2016. Publication of the second Local Plan, delayed from February, should take place in May 2016, going first to CEC and then to the full Planning Committee at the end of June. There could be further delays if the Reporter were to ask for more changes in the light of representations received. The Murray Estates’ application to build on land east of Millburn Tower was to have been considered at a special hearing by the Planning Committee on 18th April, but this had been postponed following a complaint by Murray Estates that the paper prepared by council officials recommending rejection of the application contained serious inaccuracies and misrepresentations. A copy of Murray Estates’ letter to CEC had been received by the SWCF. It was agreed that Archie Clarke would continue to represent JGCC’s views through the SWCF at any future hearing. The appeal submitted by the Woodhall Cattery to build houses on their site had been rejected on 1st April. The plans for a so-called Riccarton Mains Village on land east of Heriot Watt would be displayed at a public meeting at the university’s Conference Centre on 18th May and again at Currie Library on 19th May. Alterations at JG Parish Church to provide disabled access and parking at the rear of the building had been approved, as had improvements to paths and landscaping at the front and sides of the church.

JGCC had been notified of an application by the owner of No.13 Juniper Park Road to buy a plot of land which was properly part of Bloomiehall Park, but which had been used as part of his garden for many years because it was separated from the Park by a wall and adjoined the end of his property. The Parks department had offered no objection to the purchase, but there was some disquiet among members that this might set an unfortunate precedent for the easy private acquisition of publicly owned land. The committee agreed, however, that although the land had little to offer in terms of additional public amenity, its sale should be conditional on a proportion of the money raised being donated to the community in compensation for its loss. Cliff would write to CEC accordingly. Action: Cliff
3.4  Meetings: Vic reported on April’s Walkabout that CEC’s Roads team was being cut by 17; responsibility for repairs to the pavement of the bypass bridge was being discussed between the Bridges and the Roads departments, and it was unclear why there were delays to fibre optic cable installation on Baberton Avenue which might affect the school’s internet provision.

On the subject of a cinema in the village hall, Cliff said the JGVHO committee was still considering the feasibility of the idea. They had the money to start, but were short of volunteers to administer it. Vic warned that the acoustics of the hall might not be suitable for showing films.
4. Police report: Euan said that police were targeting bogus callers and doorstep crime. They were also working with farmers on rural crime, such as sheep worrying in the Torduff area. March had seen one successful and one unsuccessful housebreaking in Baberton Mains and another one attempted in April. There had been an assault at a property on Lanark Road where the two people involved were known to one another. A vehicle stolen from Belmont Road had been recovered, and a number of cars in the area had been vandalised. There had been no hate crime reported and no road safety issues. Cliff raised the ongoing problem of parking near the primary school and asked for continued police assistance. Euan said that traffic wardens could not help until the necessary yellow lines were painted to enable them to act against offenders. However, he undertook to email his sergeant to ask him to respond to JGCC’s request for a police presence at school opening and closing times.
4.1  Safety Committee meeting: neither Vic nor Helen could attend the next Safety Committee meeting.
5. JGCC matters;
5.1 CC arrangements through to September: the proposal was unanimously supported that Vic would take on the vice-chair role from Helen on her departure from Juniper Green in June and would also take her place as representative of JGCC at Neighbourhood Partnership meetings. Helen was thanked for her outstanding contribution to JGCC since its foundation. She accepted the suggestion that she should remain as a co-opted member until October, partly because she wished to see the Baberton Mains History Project through to completion. Russell would assume responsibility for the JGCC website and computer.

5.2  Health in Mind: Cliff invited Logan and Hayley to speak about the Health in Mind charity in light of the current local interest in dementia friendly communities. They explained that the role of the charity was to find volunteers to befriend people, mainly the elderly, who had early onset dementia, or who were isolated for other reasons, and needed someone to help for up to 3 hours a week to give them the confidence to perform everyday tasks such as using local services and shopping facilities. Most volunteers were students who lived in the city centre, which meant it was difficult to get volunteers in outlying areas such as Juniper Green. Volunteers, of whom there were 250 in Edinburgh, had two training sessions for the befriending services and were vetted for security purposes. Referrals of clients might be from Social Services, family members or self-referral. Funding for the charity came from the government through the local authority.

5.3 JG Farmers’ Market: the cancellation of the April market owing to the withdrawal of important stallholders had not been unexpected , but an attempt would be made to revive the market in May. Tribute was paid to Nick Paul who had staunchly backed the market in good times and bad. It was no surprise that after all his efforts to sustain it, he now felt it might no longer have an economic future. However, Russell was keen to keep it going and had done an extremely good job with the Fair Trade stall, while the presence of C&B News and Currie and District Horticultural Society might give the May market a fillip. It was decided to promote next month’s market at the Trust meeting of May 16th and again to distribute promotional leaflets prepared by Helen to parents at the primary school. Nevertheless, JGCC could not manage the market on its own and would need to enlist Nick’s help.
5.4  Dementia Friendly Communities: Norma invited Logan and Hayley to participate in the Health Fair in Colinton on 7th May and outlined progress in the Upper Water of Leith Valley towards creating dementia friendly communities. The Pentlands Health and Wellbeing Group were taking initiatives to raise awareness of dementia in our area through the Health Fair and by enlisting the help of Alzheimers Scotland and the Library Service with publicising the issues. Working with the existing Palm Café in Balerno had provided an introduction to understanding the complexities of meeting the needs of dementia sufferers, experience which it was hoped would help with setting up a comparable facility in Juniper Green Parish Church in the second year of the project. There was still an enormous amount of work to be done, for instance in making access to public transport and parks easier to manage for victims of dementia.
5.5  Hustings 2016 … Tue 3 May in JGPC: so far 49 questions had been sent to community council reps in Colinton, Juniper Green, Currie and Balerno, each of whom would select 8 questions from those submitted. Their selection would be pooled and whittled down by a separate group of the organisers to 8 questions which could be asked on the night, though it was expected that there would be time for only 6 of them.
5.6  Village Trust public meeting … Mon 16 May at 7.30pm: Cliff had contacted all the village clubs, societies and organisations as well as local businesses, inviting them to attend the meeting. He had already had several positive responses and an offer of practical help.
6. Councillors’ Corner: no councillors had been able to attend owing to political commitments elsewhere. 

7.  AOCB

7.1 Resilient communities: Speaking of the Resilient Communities initiative, Vic described measures that could be taken by volunteers to assist vulnerable people affected by power cuts and outages who would be encouraged to register for help, including the provision of food, in emergencies. He would obtain literature to publicise the service. There would be a meeting of volunteers at his house on 28th April.
8.  Date and venue of the Next Meeting, walkabouts etc.: Mon 16 May for the public meeting and Wed 25 May at 7pm for JGCC meeting. 

___________________________________  Cliff Beevers (Chairperson)     Date :    /    /    /

