Juniper Green Community Council


        www.junipergreencc.org.uk
(Serving Juniper Green and Baberton Mains)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minutes of Meeting held in Juniper Green Village Hall Committee Room

On Wednesday 13th April 2011 at 7 pm.

In the Chair – Helen Ogg

Present – Robert Ogg, Norma McGeever, Neil Ingram, Vic Stewart, Cllr. Alastair Paisley, Maxine Magee, Cllr Ricky Henderson, Eric White, Peter Tuffy (part), PC Martin Redden.
1.  Apologies – Professor Cliff Beevers, Richard Watt, Neil Wheelan.

 2.  Minutes – Twenty one people attended the Digital TV Switchover Presentation in the church, and it was judged to be useful to them.

The school has donated £67.05 for the 2 banners for the Farmers’ Market.
Research into the history of Bloomiehall Park continues.

Norma McGeever reported that asbestos has to be treated at Westerhaven, which will cause delays.  However it is expected that it will open as a drop-in centre from 19th May, with complementary therapies and counselling.

Peter Tuffy, asked to come by Cliff, described his suggestions for a Photographic Competition.  The aim would be to show what the Green in Juniper Green represents. He suggested three age groups, under 12, 12 to 16, and over 16.  He offered to make up a poster.  Entries to be sent in over the summer.  10 x 8 inch prints would be required.  All could be shown on the website.  A selection would be used for a calendar for 2013. The meeting was in broad agreement with Peter’s proposals, but there are further details to be decided.
3.  Secretary – No applications for licences or variations were requested during the month.

3.2  Treasurer – Report read by Helen in Neil’s absence – We have a balance of £1733.12, including printing and paying for the newsletter.  Neil Wheelan sent his resignation as treasurer and as council-member due to pressure of work.  He will take the accounts to the AGM.  Helen had sent an email thanking Neil for his involvement.  We have the options of doing nothing, co-opting, or having an election.  The second was favoured but further consideration would be required.  Replacement of a Treasurer will be our main immediate concern.
3.3  Planning – Neil Ingram reported on six applications.  494 Lanark Road is a large house but a small extension is required.  Lorimer House is listed, so the application must go to Historic Scotland and will take longer.  30 Woodhall terrace is too high and is under consideration.  Neil will pursue the issue of Post Office pouches.  No application has been received from McCarthy and Stone as regards the proposed retirement flats at the Golf Club.  Alastair Paisley reported that negotiations are still ongoing for the old primary school.  

3.4  Meetings/Walkabouts – Robert reported that the Hustings expected in the City Chambers were cancelled, as no Council buildings can be used for political purposes during the month prior to an election.

Helen reported from the PNP Funding Panel – the Juniper Green Scouts had applied for a contribution towards a minibus.  It was turned down as it did not meet the funding criteria.  The next meeting is in early June, for which applications should be in by mid-May.  Grants are generally of the order of £1500 to £3,500.  Alastair Paisley noted that Balerno have new stalls for their market.  Under the terms they are available for loans, for example for our Bloomiehall Park celebrations.
4.  Allotments – Eric reported on his conversation with Ian Woolard on 5th April.  Curriemuirend Park has now returned to the official list of potential allotment sites. It was observed from SAGS newsletter that Walkerburn took their allotments from conception to being in use in one year, while ours will take five years.  Differences are that theirs is on private land, and presumably theirs needs no expensive security fence.  Ian suggested I should go to SAGS AGM and fun day with demos, small talks, etc. at Dunblane on Saturday 18th June, which I will do. Anyone wishing to join me would be welcome. Please let me know.  Registration is required in advance.

5.  Police Report – PC Martin Redden reported that he is only here temporarily, and that a new and permanent appointee should be in place by our next meeting (his area to include Clovenstone). 

The abandoned car, visible from the window, is still there.  Because it is taxed, insured and locked, no offence is committed.  Its owner lives in Bathgate.  If vandalised it can be lifted away.

Following visits by bogus callers to houses in Baberton Park, the Police have delivered advice packs to the houses.

Regarding the poor parking of cars around the school, notices have been placed on offending vehicles.  The law covering this is a grey area.

There is a growing problem of skimming cards being inserted in ATM machines, by a border added round the aperture, or minute cameras.  An example was cited of well-organised gangs of Rumanians operating in Lothian and Borders, who collected £4,000 in 4 minutes, repeating the process down the country before departing by ferry.  Card users must be vigilant at the ATM, and must report if card use is declined by the bank.  The bank must reimburse us. Alastair Paisley reminded us of his previous problem involving identity theft.
Martin briefly described the 33 incidents in our area during the last month, the majority being in Baberton Mains and involving youngsters.  The Police are actively monitoring the problems. 

5.1  Community Safety Sub-Group Report – Helen reported on Dog-Poo: arrests have been made in Oxgangs.  Environment wardens cannot collect the dog-owner’s name: Police must be called.  If a child is in charge of a dog, responsibility still rests with the dog-owner. Fines are generally £60.  

Parking by the school is still an on-going priority.
6.  Our AGM - Whether to join the Village Hall Committee for a dual AGM was discussed.  It was decided we should do so. Helen will inform them.  They have already booked the large hall for Tuesday 12th May.  The timing of each AGM will be negotiated. 
7.  Clean-up on 2nd April in Bloomiehall Park and along the steep footpath – Richard sent his report indicating the event was successful, with 33 people turning out, and 16 bin-bags of rubbish collected.  The primary school are having a clean-up in two week’s time. 

Helen reported a surprising lack of daffodils in Curriemuirend Park.
8.  Insurance – Robert Ogg reported on his research.  The ASCC policy is currently with Zurich.  There is no block cover from CEC.  Premium rates and terms including those for the Farmers’ Market were compared between Zurich, and Keegan and Pennykid. Results suggested little would be gained by moving, though further enquiries are still to be made regarding the Farmers’ Market.  Robert will email Michael Driscoll to ask about the renewal form for the Zurich policy. 
9.  Publicity – No meeting was held in the month.

9.1  Hustings – Martin Bone is designing posters and tickets.  The C and B News are giving a donation, and want to be involved.  Cliff’s message was read out listing the candidates competing to be members of the Scottish Parliament.  

9.2  Next Farmers Market on 23rd April (Easter Saturday)– Vic reported that following a meeting, everyone was happy, and it is likely a new licence will be applied for.  Helen will organise stewarding etc as per Cliff’s instructions.  Vic will put up the bunting, with help.

10.  AOCB - Maxine Magee reported on progress with Scott Neil towards the Random Acts of Kindness and Smile Day in October.
Maxine Magee enquired about putting up people for awards, with a reply from Alastair Paisley.

Eric enquired whether anyone was interested in The Big Lunch, an idea for 5th June originating from the Eden Project and emailed by Carol Cawood of Prospect Housing.  There was no positive response, and it was pointed out that lunches will be held in some places on the Royal Wedding Day, 29th April.

A Local Development Plan leaflet was handed out listing stages of public consultation, which will take some time to absorb.

Eric reported that the Juniper Green Village Association is on the point of closing down.

The latest issue of the Colinton Magazine was passed to Robert for circulation.

Difficulty was experienced on entering the building as the keys Eric was handed were for downstairs.  A temporary caretaker appeared in time to open the committee room.

Helen reminded us that any contributions about what we would wish to see in the next Community Plan should be emailed to Samantha Smith.  The Community Conference will take place on Saturday 16th and we will see feedback from it in due course.

11.  Date and venue of our AGM – In the main hall of the Village Hall on Thursday 12 May, time to be confirmed.
Next ordinary meeting Wednesday 8th June at 7 pm.


Signed by     ………………………………………………………..
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JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

REPORT ON PLANNING MATTERS ARISING OVER THE PAST MONTH PREPARED BY THE PLANNING CONVENOR

DATE: 11 April 2011

Planning Applications received between 28 February 2011 and 11 April 2011

11/00699/FUL 14 Baberton Mains Loan Edinburgh EH14 3EP Single storey extension of semi detached house. Application validated 04/03/2011, comments by 30/03/2011.Not yet determined.

11/00771/FUL 494 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5DH House extension. Application validated 10/03/2011, comments by 15/04/2011. Not yet determined.

11/00821/FUL 2 Baberton Mains Row Edinburgh EH14 3EH  2 storey extension to gable and single storey extension to front and rear. Application validated 17/03/2011, comments by 11/04/2011. Not yet determined.

11/00872/FUL Flat 1 525 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5DG Remodelling of footpaths and construction of 2 parking spaces within site boundary. Application validated 21/03/2011, comments by 22/04/2011. Not yet determined.

11/00873/CLP 37 Baberton Mains Avenue Edinburgh EH14 3EQ Extend existing garage, new doors opening into garden, remove existing garden sheds. Application validated 21/03/2011, comments by 12/04/2011. Retrospective application for changes to garden sheds.

11/01075/FUL 70 Belmont Road Juniper Green EH14 5ED  Instillation of french windows, alterations to rear door, utility room windows  + rooflight,  small extension to flat roof + change to boundary wall + gate.  Application validated 07/04/2011, comments by 28/04/2011.

Planning Applications determined between 28 February 2011 and 11 April 2011

None

Progress on Planning Applications:

11/00336/FUL 491 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5DQ (Lorimer House). Modernisation and alteration/extension to provide en suite bedrooms and new lift, improvement of kitchen and new laundry facilities, new conservatory to lounge area, removal of small office.  Application validated 15/02/2011, comments by 09/03/2011. Also Listed Building Consent application 11/00337/LBC for internal and external alterations. 

Although these are minor alterations compared to those carried out in 2008 under application 08/02390/FUL, the existing site plan does not show the 2008 extension, and therefore does not reveal that there is no vehicular access to the rear of the building. Representations made on 1 March 2011 have been deemed relevant, but the application has not yet been determined. 
New Enforcement Cases:

11/00093/ENCOMP 30 Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BR 02/03/2011 Height of new roof is alleged to be higher than shown in plans, positioning of windows is alleged to be different as well. Refers to planning application 10/00469/FUL. 

11/00142/EOPDEV 18 Foulis Crescent Edinburgh EH14 5BN 21/03/2011 Erection of a roof, complaint about neighbour notification in relation to planning application 09/02681/FUL. Case closed.

11/00149/ENCOMP 14 Foulis Crescent Edinburgh 23/03/2011 Alleged unauthorised structure on public footway, non compliance with approved drawings in planning application 09/02953/FUL. Case closed.

11/00170/ENCOMP 2 Belmont Road Juniper Green EH14 5DY 31/03/2011 Non Compliance with Approved Drawings in planning application 10/02125/FUL.
Progress on Enforcement Cases:

09/00711/EOPDEV Belmont Road Juniper Green 10/09/2009 - Alleged, unauthorised erection of posting pouch in conservation area - second pouch will be relocated next to existing grey/black one by Post Office – Case closed - no further action, I am still awaiting further contact from the Post Office following my discussion with them before Christmas.

Neil Ingram

Planning Convenor
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