Juniper Green Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Village Hall Committee Room
on Wednesday 22nd August 2012

Attendees:  Helen Ogg, Vic Stewart, Rob Melville, Anne MacNab, Alice MacNab, Eric White, Richard Watt, Councillor Ricky Henderson
Visitor:  Julie Mills

1. Apologies were received from Cliff Beevers, Jackie Moody, Norma McGeever and Ian Gilmour.

2. Minutes of last Meeting and Matters not Arising elsewhere on the agenda
2.1 Membership for coming session
Meeting voted to reappoint Cliff Beevers as Chair, Richard Watt as Secretary, Helen Ogg as Vice-chair, Eric White as Treasurer, and Neil Ingram as Planning Convenor.  Alice MacNab was warmly welcomed as a new co-opted member of the CC.

2.3 Matters arising
none

3. Reports from Office Bearers and of recent meetings
3.1 Secretary    
Nothing to report

3.2 Treasurer 
Balance £539.37 in No 1 Account, after paying £3816 for Woodhall footpath, £42.87 for expenses gifts for auditor and £50 to Village Hall for rents Aug – Nov.  Community Fund: Balance £4134, after receiving £75 for June £105 for July Farmers Markets.  No Community Council grant yet received from the council. 

3.3 Planning convenor (reports forwarded separately for July and Aug respectively).

School – work on turning circle progressing well.  Separate application made for new electricity substation between school wall and triangle for new developments.  Site now cleared and levelled – construction to start beg Oct, City archeologists may attend during that period. 

McCarthy & Stone – demolition of golf club house well underway.  Building expected to start Sept 12.  Road to be finished by end Aug.  

Muirwood Field – due to go to full committee, JGCC informed when that occurs may be able to speak at the meeting itself in the event that some compromise version is suggested.  
Kinleith Mill – no application submitted as yet.
Noted that any change to planning policies in England do NOT affect us as Planning is devolved, particularly with respect to social housing requirements.

3.4 Meetings / walkabouts
3.4.1 Meetings
- Richard attended the New Parks Website meeting, can be viewed under ‘Edinburgh Revealed’ – not yet live.  Contributions were made to help make the site more user friendly.  

- Neil has attended meeting about the annual budget for small road improvements – including the pavement outside the church which remains on the schedule and will be done before the end of this financial year.

- Neil also attended the Environment Transport sub-group – nothing to report.
- Neighbourhood Partnership Funding Group - Green Team application to continue with funding for 10 students for community work was turned down as repeat funding not appropriate (already funded twice) and redirected to other funding sources.
- Wester Hailes Healthy Living Centre – attended on 6th June by  Norma and Helen.  Concerns were raised regarding access ramp to the centre under the railway having a very steep gradient – no resolution as yet.
- JGCC Twitter Account – Helen to invite Graham Budd to brief us on how to set up a Twitter account at the next meeting.  Suggest Alice MacNab to potentially do this for us.

3.4.2 Walk-about
- Eric, Cliff and Helen attended on 9 August, with a community safety rep, 2 x environment reps, Graeme Budd of South West region and Alastair Donnelly of the Council Roads department.  Notes to be circulated shortly.  Pentlands Neighbourhood Partnership currently reviewing the walkabouts, including who should attend.  Noted that we are waiting for a response on the list with regard to the repair of the pavement between Scotts and the Juniper Inn.  Noted that overfilling of the Bloomiehall Park bins (ref a case for a larger bin by the gate) was not raised.  This may be more of a seasonal issue/job.  Drain on Woodhall Drive missing from notes – but to be added.
- Issue re wildflowers, tree positioning etc to be revived with Craig.  One particular tree spoils view to north, on golf club land.
- Richard to send a letter to RBoS on Lanark Road regarding litter clearing around their premises.


4. Police
Priorities in the July report include speeding motorists in Baberton, anti-social behaviour around the area of the new Healthy Living Centre, and thefts from vehicles at Pentlands Regional Parks.

4.1 Safety Issues
Community Safety meeting at 6ish on Sept 3rd that Helen can’t attend – contact Helen if you can.  If no JGCC rep can attend please let Helen know of any issues by 30 Aug and she will email the Chair of the group.


4.2 Speed detection device, resource request
- Request for funds was rejected as ‘inappropriate use of funds’ from Community Councils.
- Helen to contact Councillors as regards criteria and process of with with regard to funding to possibly erect solar powered speed sign (as per Balerno) within our area on Lanark Road.  Anne to raise general profile of speed limit with police attending Farmers Market.


5. Local issues 

5.1 JG Calendar 2013 - update
£1050 sold, need to sell another £450 to break even.  Sept market stall planned to help with this.  Many publicity issues arising and Richard to hold a separate meeting of Publicity Group – Anne to join.  If we break even potential to offer the rest of the calendars to the shops at a discount.


5.2 Coordination of building work around Baberton Avenue – post trades.
Full time banksman to be employed to manage traffic at junctions from top of Baberton Avenue towards and around the golf club.  Also a temporary traffic order until at least July / Aug 2013 to prevent parking on the side of the Baberton Avenue on the school side.  This will allow for a temporary pedestrian walkway on the road during building.  Parking on side of Village Hall/Juniper Park Road may also be affected by that Traffic order. Will try to phase deliveries to avoid peak school times.  Order for double yellow lines around corners to be put back (they were previously temporary for Primary School).
Road to Golf Club won’t be in use during working hours, and the turning circle will not be in use until after the construction phase ie after school holidays next year.


5.3 Village Hall House and Ramp
Conservation area consent to demolish was granted last week – including a condition that an archeologist has to visit and the council has to landscape the area.  Disabled ramp and toilet consent to be resubmitted after consultation with McCarthy and Stone for new positioning at ‘house’ side of building.


5.4 Revised Waste collection
Neil and Rob have written to the council asking for clarification on some of the recycling guidance in the light of the change to collections.  Neil/Rob to forward these emails to Ricky for consideration.  New collection rota starts first week in September.


5.5 JG Market Future
Meeting formally agreed to proposals from sub-group.  Ricky offered spare Corex boards to the market for publicity purposes.
Dentist has confirmed he is happy for the Market to continue for now.  New risk assessment to be undertaken with respect to increase in Insurance premium.

Flyer – Cliff to speak to stall holders about a ‘3 for 2’ offer in Sept, and a 10% off for October Market.  Propose 2 x flyers in Sept and Oct.  Community Stall idea very successful and taken up until January 2013.  Publicity meeting to consider market research and circulation of leaflet (Connect charge £40 plus vat per 1,000 houses).

5.6 Flooding / ingress issues
Eric spoke to local residents about extent of local flooding and has produced a map indicating problem areas.  Some of the problems have been recurring over a period of years.   Neil produced A0 plan of draining systems around Baberton Avenue.  Scottish Water are responsible for the drainage systems and this is a capacity issue – the council are only responsible for surface drainage.  Residents have complained to Scottish Water asking for drainage to be investigated.
Neil to ask to obtain plan for adjacent area, west of Juniper Avenue, and send a letter to Andy Edwards / Lloyd Richardson, Roads Mgr/Technician for an assessment report back to JGCC.

5.7 Transport
Neil sent an email to Lothian buses regarding insufficient No 44 bus service during the evening. Reply indicates that a new timetable will be issued on Oct 12 – but unlikely to have more evening services.  Noted that new Indicator Bus Stop has appeared at top of Juniper Avenue, presumably paid from the Veitch Development budget.  Neil to write to Gary Wilson to determine who decides how the money allocated to this is spent from the provision within the old School development budget.

5.8 Health rep on PNP and other external appointments
Norma McGeever will now represent JGCC on PNP
Rob will continue on EACC, Neil will continue on Transport & Environment, Helen will continue on Funding / Community Safety / Neighbourhood Partnership

5.9 Allotments at Curriemuirend
Pentlands Independent newsletter notes housing on Curriemuirend / Clovenstone, but not the agreement from the allotments officer that we could have allotments there.  Ricky believes that allotments and new housing may both be possible.  Helen to ask Mike Avery if a report exists on specific proposals for Curriemuirend and Clovenstone.


6. Other issues
6.1 Consultation report
Comments on Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill to Helen by Sept 10th.


6.2 Invitation to Oliver Escobar
Helen to ask Cliff to ask Oliver Escobar to attend JGCC meeting on Sept 26th 2012.

6.3 Data protection registration
Meeting agreed to pay £35 fee – Richard to action.


7. Councillor’s Corner
Nothing additional to report

8. AOCB
Meeting agreed to put “Art in the Park” flyers in the Notice Boards.

Next meeting of the JGCC will be held on Wednesday 26rd September at 7pm in the JG Village Hall committee room.



Duly signed as representing a true record of the meeting:

___________________________________  Cliff Beevers, JGCC Chairperson   ___  /  ____ /  ____
